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SPEAKING NOTES FOR KWAZULU-NATAL MEC FOR TRANSPORT, 

COMMUNITY SAFETY AND LIAISON, WILLIES MCHUNU, ON THE 

OCCASION OF THE MEC’S COMMUNITY AND POLICE SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS :  SIBAYA CASINO: DURBAN, FRIDAY, 26 

FEBRUARY 2016 

Program Director; 

The Mayor of eThekwini Metro, Cllr James Nxumalo; 

Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Community Safety and 

Liaison, Mr Bheki Ntuli; 

Head of Department, Mr Themba Mavundla; 

KwaZulu-Natal Police Commissioner, Lieutenant General Ngobeni; 

Chairperson of the KZN CPF Board, Mr Desmond Mtambo;   

Chairperson of the KZN CCPA, Mr Tallman Zuma; 

Chairperson of the KZN CPF Youth Desk, Mr Lungelo Zulu; 

Management of the Department; 

Members of the Media; 

Distinguished guests; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Good evening to you all 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am happy to join you in this important event to 

recognize the good work by our men and women in blue and community 

crime fighters who continue to protect our communities. 

We are all gathered here tonight on the occasion that marks the recognition 

of different teams that have displayed commitment and excellence in the 

execution of their tasks. 
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We, are indeed, here this evening to pay tribute to all these humble 

servants of the people who continue to strive for the improvements of the 

quality lives of the citizens of KZN.   

The MEC’s Community and Police Service Excellence Awards offer us an 

opportunity to celebrate as the people of KwaZulu-Natal those who have 

gone beyond the call of duty in the execution of critical service to the 

people. 

I believe this is the right time to thank the team that has organized this 

awards ceremony. Great work. 

Compatriots, this project has proven to be a huge success in motivating the 
police officers and the communities in working tirelessly in the fight against 
crime. We have recently revived this programme and it has been well 
received. 

 This project has since been adopted as a permanent feature within 
departmental programmes. 

 In short this project seeks to achieve the following: 

 To strengthen the partnership between the Department and the police 

at provincial level; 

 To strengthen the relationship between the police and the community 

they serve;  

 To encourage and award exceptional performance by the police; and  

 To encourage selfless dedication and voluntarism within the 

community safety structures and community in general in the fight 

against crime. 

Program Director, tonight’s function is to bring into the open the lonely and 

unrecognized efforts of all those who have exceeded the ordinary 

expectations by doing their work diligently, efficiently and effectively. 

Distinguished guests, tonight is an important milestone where all of us 

gather to reflect on what service excellence is all about. 
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Indeed, it is also about what our province is doing to encourage and 

monitor the culture of continuous improvement of the service delivery.  

Honourable guests, this programme takes place against the background of 

continued attacks by criminals on our police officers and those who have 

committed themselves to fighting crime. 

The work being done by the people we are celebrating today has now 

become very dangerous as heartless criminals continue to target for 

murder the people that we hold so dear in our hearts. Indeed, police 

officers and all crime fighters, are the only shield between unarmed 

communities and rampaging criminals. 

These continued attacks pose a serious challenge to our safety and to the 

stability of the province.  

Therefore, the perpetual killing of our police officers has got to be fought 

head on by all our sectors of the community. 

Maybe in our quest to re-socialize our communities, we need to rise as a 

collective and become the ambassadors of our men and women in blue. 

It becomes incumbent upon all of us as we are gathered here today that we 

remind one another that the death of one police officer is one too many. We 

cannot afford to be seen to be doing nothing about these barbaric acts of 

criminality. 

We cannot sit and relax when our officers and crime fighters are being 

killed. Working together, communities and police, we need to rise against 

this scourge of the murder of our police. 

A fortnight ago, the department hosted a community prayer service against 

the killing of police in Mbazwana, uMkhanyakude. At that prayer meeting a 

strong sentiment emerged from the community and their leaders that the 

attacks against the police are, indeed, an attack against the state and its 

people. 

The strong feeling is that these attacks should be treated as an act of 

treason with a tough sentence being imposed on those behind this 
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scourge. Communities need to express their views on this matter so that 

we are able to speak with one voice. 

Returning to this evening’s event, let me briefly reflect on the objective of 

this ceremony. The idea of the MEC’s Community and Police Service 

Excellence Awards is to generate maximum participation of all officers and 

crime fighters’ personnel.    

Equally, it is about the recognition and celebration of those who reached 

the desired levels of excellence. 

It is also envisaged that these awards will generate further participation and 

the cycle of continuous improvement would be completed. 

Striving to be the best of what we can be is important and necessary for all 

of us. 

The African American civil rights activist, Martin Luther King Jr, has 

underlined the need for all of us to do the best in our different fields of work. 

In one of his writings on this subject, King once said, and I quote:  “If a 

man is called to be a street sweeper, he should weep streets even as 

a Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music or 

Shakespeare wrote poetry.  He should sweep streets so well that all 

the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say, here lived a great 

sweeper who did his job well”  

In pursuance of the drive for excellence, the KwaZulu-Natal government 

launched the Citizens Charter in November 2005. 

The Charter was meant to give effect to the revival of good governance and 

transformation of the public service. Much improvement has been 

registered since the launch of this Charter. But there is still more to be 

done. 

The efforts of the police, combined with the contribution of community 

crime-fighting structures, have in the past five years, resulted in a 

noticeable decline on some categories of violent crime.  
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Going forward, we need to consolidate these partnerships and bring all 

sectors of our society in this great movement for goodness, peace and 

tranquility in our province. 

Since we embarked on the efforts of placing our communities in the centre 

of crime fighting efforts, several sectors of our society have responded 

timeously.  This has seen emerging from the ranks of our communities self-

less cadres in the war against crime. 

We have seen the emergence of the voluntary community crime fighting 

structures- now all mobilized under the umbrella of the KwaZulu-Natal 

Community Crime Preventions Association (KZNCCPA). 

The structures of the CPF have been and continue to be strengthened.  

More and more people are availing themselves to be foot-soldiers against 

crime.  Indeed, the movement for the war against crime is getting ground, 

adding more muscle against crime and criminality. Working together with 

police, these men and women for goodness are beginning to close the 

space for criminals.  

It is, therefore, proper and befitting that we have dedicated these evening in 

celebrating the selfless cadres against crime and criminality. 

In this, fellow citizens, allow me to congratulate in advance the recipients of 

these awards and urge them to work harder than this in ensuring that the 

citizens of KZN live in a safe and secure province.  

To all who did not scoop anything today I also urge them to continue in the 

fight against crime. I am sure that next year it will be you. 

However and importantly, it should be remembered that the achievements 
of those who are being recognized today could not have been possible 
without the rest of all you present and absent here.  

This is because you all worked together as a team of the committed crime 
fighters.  We, therefore, applaud you all for giving them your unwavering 
support in the execution of their work. 

For those we are celebrating here we urge them to uphold the philosophy 
of Ubuntu.  
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This is the life where you live at your best so that others can as well. This is 
the idea of brotherhood and sisterhood. In short, we need to understand 
that a person is person through other persons. Indeed, you are because of 
others. 

This means this we need to copy the best attributes of others to be the best 
version of our selves. 

 In short, what we seek to do this evening is to set an example that if you all 
work hard, you will achieve excellence and offer better services to the 
communities. Thank you very much for your selflessness. Keep it up. 

Finally and importantly, we also need to be mindful that 2016 is election 

year. Next week the electoral process begins with the first week of voter 

registration on the weekend of 5-6 March. 

All us here are, therefore, called upon to devise measures that will ensure 

that the citizens of this province will be able to exercise this democratic 

right freely and without any incidents. 

Being able to exercise our democratic right freely is one of the key 

measurements of the success of our fledgling democracy. 

As we enter this critical period which is a build-up to elections 2016, we 

need to strengthen those programmes of ours which seek to ensure that 

our people are not only able to vote but  vote peacefully and freely. 

  

I THANK YOU 

 


